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Welcome to the latest edition of our Diplomatic 
Bulletin which provides us with an opportunity 
to share with you our latest news. The �rst half 
of the year is always a busy period at the Asia 
Paci�c College of Diplomacy (APCD) as this is the 
six-month period when we deliver our Master of 
Diplomacy coursework program, and this year 
has been no different. In particular, the last few 
months have been very cheerful, with a group 
of distinguished students (from Australia, India, 
Bhutan, Bangladesh, Indonesia, Laos, Fiji, the 
Philippines, Japan, and Mongolia) completing 
their studies and graduating with their Master of 
Diplomacy degrees in July. The camaraderie of this 
year�s students has been remarkable. 

Aside from delivering the Master of Diplomacy 
program, the APCD also held two major events 
earlier this year. In March, the APCD co-hosted 
a conference Worlds apart? Exploring the 
interface between governance and diplomacy in 
Canberra, along with the Centre for International 
Governance Innovation, Canada, and the 
International Forum on Diplomatic Training. This 
event was designed to explore how the structures 
and processes of diplomacy are responding to 
contemporary challenges. Lively debates covered 
religion, indigenous rights and civil society, amongst 
many other topics. The conference was the �rst in 
a three-stage project: the second conference, in 
which I took part, was held at Wilton Park in the 
United Kingdom in June, and the third will take 
place in Canada in November 2006.

Our second event was our research and public 
symposium on China’s Future Diplomacy which we 
were pleased to co-host in Canberra with the China 
Foreign Affairs University, Beijing. You can read 
more about this event in this Diplomatic Bulletin.

We have also had the opportunity to welcome 
several new Visiting Fellows. Dr Stuart Murray 
joins us from Bond University where he has just 
completed his PhD in Diplomacy. Also joining 
the APCD is Dr Astri Suhrke, an eminent political 
scientist who is a Senior Researcher at the Chr 

Michelsen Institute in Norway, and at the beginning 
of her career worked as a Postdoctoral Fellow in 
International Relations at ANU. We wish them both 
an enjoyable and fruitful time with the APCD.

You may have noticed that this latest Diplomatic 
Bulletin has a slightly new look, the result of 
our recent designation as part of the newly-
formed ANU College of Asia and the Paci�c. 
ANU has recently implemented a university-wide 
College structure with the introduction of seven 
Colleges based upon broad academic areas. Other 
institutions included in the ANU College of Asia and 
the Paci�c are the Research School of Paci�c and 
Asian Studies, the Crawford School of Economics 
and Government and the Faculty of Asian Studies. 
Although the APCD already works closely with 
these institutions, the College structure will permit 
us further to consolidate our common research 
interests, education programs and organisational 
strengths. The APCD looks forward to expanding 
our relationships with these institutions in the 
future.

Some of the women participants and observers of 
the World’s apart? Exploring the interface between 
governance and diplomacy conference
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On 3-4 July the APCD and the China Foreign Affairs University 
(CFAU) in Beijing held their �rst joint symposium on 
�China�s Future Diplomacy�. The impetus for the Symposium 
was the observation that although the nature of China�s 
future international relations and foreign policies is now 
the subject of debate among academics, of�cials and much 
of the public, there is not the same robust exchange about 
the nature of China�s future diplomacy.

The Symposium was run in two parts. On the �rst day there 
was a researchers� Symposium at which four Chinese and 
four Australian and New Zealand scholars presented research 
papers on issues relating to Chinese diplomacy. The topics 
were �rst examined from an �inside� or Chinese perspective 
by CFAU scholars, followed by an �outside� view provided 
by several China-scholars from Australia and New Zealand. 
Papers were presented on the �domestic and international 
sources of China�s future diplomacy�, �Chinese approaches 
to negotiation�, and �case studies in Chinese diplomacy�. The 
CFAU presenters were Professor Qin Yaqing and Professor 
Zhu Liqun and Associate Professors Zhang Qingmin and 
Wang Yan. The Australian/New Zealand presenters were 
Professors Stuart Harris, Yongjin Zhang, Ms Jane Drake-
Brockman and Dr Peter Van Ness. Participants in the 
researchers� Symposium included scholars and practitioners 
� the latter from such organisations as the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade, the Department of Defence, the 
Department of Environment and Heritage, and the Chinese 
embassy. The papers were stimulating and insightful and 
are being revised for publication in early 2007.

The second part of the Symposium, held on the morning of 
the second day, was open to the public. Professor Qin Yaging 
provided an evaluation of China�s current foreign policies 
and outlined his predictions for future Chinese diplomacy. 
Professor Hugh White, Head of the Strategic and Defence 
Studies Centre and Visiting Fellow at the Lowy Institute 
for International Policy, followed with a presentation on 
US, Japan, South-East Asia and Australian responses to 
contemporary Chinese diplomacy. Participants in this 
public Symposium included scholars and public servants 
from Canberra-based bureaucracies and representatives 
from embassies and high commissions in Canberra.

Some of the themes explored during the two days were: 
the nature of China�s �new� diplomacy; the importance 
of domestic issues, particularly continuing economic 
development and reform; the nature of Chinese leadership; 
China�s future international policies and diplomacy; the 
role different nationalisms play in China�s policies and the 
increasing in�uence of public opinion on China�s policies 
and diplomatic processes. 

Overall the two events provided participants with many 
insights and, as Professor Stuart Harris noted in his closing 
remarks, �we all bene�ted from the Chinese scholars� 
input and their rigorous and comprehensive breakdown 
of China�s past, present and future diplomacy.� The APCD 
and CFAU have agreed in principle to more joint events, 
research projects and exchange of scholars.

APCD and CFAU Co-host First Symposium on  
‘China’s Future Diplomacy’ 

...although the nature of China’s future international 
relations and foreign policies is now the subject of 

debate among academics, officials and much of the 
public, there is not the same robust exchange about 

the nature of China’s future diplomacy.

From front to back: Professor Zhu Liqun, Associate Professor 
Zhang Qingmin and Professor Stuart Harris.

Professor Hugh White�s presentation on responses to 
contemporary Chinese diplomacy was well received.



 

Robert Law completed his Master of Diplomacy combined 
degree, including a sub-thesis in strategic studies, in late 
2005. In 2006 he joined the Of�ce of National Assessments, 
an Australian intelligence assessment agency based in 
Canberra, as an analyst.

Robert �nds that his degree combining 
diplomacy and strategic studies allows 
him to �get a better understanding of 
�both sides of the fence�.� In his view 
�a sound grasp of international affairs 
requires an understanding of both 
diplomacy and defence issues.� For 
example when he wrote his sub-thesis 
on China-Indonesia strategic relations 
Robert found that he was �better 
able to appreciate the diplomatic 
complexities and integrate these into a holistic view of 
the relationship between countries�. Working in the public 
service also requires a similar appreciation of the overall 
relations between government departments and �a whole-
of-government approach.�

Robert continues to keep in touch with the staff and former 
students of the APCD. When work schedules permit he 
attends the APCD�s public events and is an active alumni 
member. For Robert, one of the attractions of the Master of 

Diplomacy program was the camaraderie 
between staff and students and the 
�worldwide network of friends, who are 
all pursuing their various careers.� On 
Robert�s recent trip to Jakarta for example 
he had �the immense pleasure of meeting 
up with Indonesian diplomats whom I 
had studied with previously. It was good 
to know that I had friends to meet up 
with in a foreign city. These friends will 
shortly be posted to Chicago, Berlin and 
Canberra, so it is great to know that they 
are progressing with their careers and 

that we have colleagues all around the world.�

Robert�s plans for the future are to use his academic studies 
to help him progress in the public sector and at some stage 
he would also like to pursue a PhD.

Alumni Profile – Robert Law

Sydney Lecture by Secretary of State, Condoleezza Rice
In early March of this year, students from the Asia-Paci�c 
College of Diplomacy (APCD) were invited, along with other 
ANU students, to attend a special lecture in Sydney by the 
US Secretary of State, Dr Condoleezza Rice.

Security was a major issue and all students who wanted 
to attend the lecture were required to undergo police 
checks before being accepted. Other precautions were 
taken before the students entered the venue, the Sydney 
Conservatorium of Music. Travel to Sydney by bus was 
kindly arranged by the ANU. 

The format of the lecture was quite surprising. Members 
of the press were allowed to attend but not ask questions. 
This was a privilege reserved only for students from the 
various universities present. Even more surprisingly, the 
questions were not screened, and Secretary Rice answered 
questions directly from the audience.

During her initial talk, one got the impression she truly 
supported the policy line that the Bush Administration 
was following. After her presentation introduction (and 
a short interruption by two groups of hecklers), students 
were invited to ask questions. It was in this context that 
Secretary Rice showed her diplomatic expertise. Some 
of the issues which she was asked to address were the 
future of diplomacy, US aid contributions, the US-China 

relationship as well as the US relationship with Australia. 
Overall, Ms. Rice was surprisingly candid in most of her 
answers. It is, in my view, a sign of her ability that she did 
not refuse to answer controversial questions, though she 
did subtly change the emphasis in her reply.

Public opinion of the US international policies is low in 
many parts of the world and the Bush Administration is 
fortunate to have a Secretary of State who is willing to 
be in the �ring line of university students, who are often 
critical of the US government. Hopefully this is a sign of 
the increased transparency which is being espoused by the 
US� in its new �transformational diplomacy�.

It was a privilege to attend Dr Rice�s lecture, and for me, as 
I am sure for all my APCD colleagues, this experience was 
valuable in illustrating the ways in which US diplomacy 
is changing. I would like to thank both the Embassy of 
the US in Australia as well as the APCD for providing 
the opportunity for me and my colleagues to attend this 
interesting event.

A full transcript of the lecture is available at www.state.
gov/secretary/rm/2006/63166.htm

Nicholas Charpentier, Master of Diplomacy 2006

 




